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FOREIGN MISSIONARY COLLEGE 
WORK. 


During the fall of 1880, the College Secre- 
tary met Mr. Frank K. Sanders, a student of 
Ripon College, Wisconsin, at the State Y. M. 
C. A. Convention, in Milwaukee. It was the 
first time Mr. Sanders had come in contact 
with Association work, and his intense enthu- 
siasm will never be forgotten by those who 
met him at that Convention. His interest in 
the work steadily deepened. 

During the summer of 1882, after gradua- 
ting at Ripon, he sailed for Ceylon to teach in 
the Missionary College at Jaffna. The fol- 
lowing letter is the last of an interesting series 
with which he has favored the College Secre- 
tary: 

JAFFNA COLLEGE, 
BartTicoTra, JAFFNA, CEYLON, » 
March 20, 1884. \ 


My Dear Mr. WIsHARD: 


I wish to tell you about a new College 
Young Men’s Christian Association which has 
just been formed at Jaffna College. We have 
purposed forming one for some time, but 
were not able to take the necessary steps until 
last Saturday evening, March 15th, when we 
organized with twenty active and nine associate 
charter members. This is not half the number 
there will be in a month or so. 

A society previously existed which did good 
work, but it began to go to pieces because 
of a lack of organization. The students of 
their own accord elected me President, and 
asked me to help them organize. Our com- 
mittee concluded that they liked the Y. M. 
C. A. idea and constitution, and consequently 
it was voted to organize one. We adopted a 
constitution similar to those of American Col- 
leges. This Y.M.C.A. takes up the work of the 
old organization, and hopes to erflarge it. This 
includes some actual missionary work in the 
destitute coast islands, Sunday school work, 
and the supporting of three prayer meetings a 
week. 

The members are a fine set of young men, 
who will be very influential in this land when 


they are older. I am already laying quiet 
plans for arousing Y. M. C. A. enthusiasm. 
To that end there will be for one thing a first- 
class annual meeeting some weeks hence. 
Another item in this plan is a letter from you. 

An Association was also recently formed at 
Oodooville, and we hope to have several more 
in Jaffna soon. 

How I look back to the grand meetings I 
used to attend in America. Remember me to 
the Wisconsin college boys. Ask them to re- 
member Jaffna College and all the other in- 
terests here. God bless you and all your col- 
leagues in the work. Fraternally yours, 

FRANK K. SANDERS. 

The letter of fraternal greeting will be writ- 
ten at once. Nothing has occurred in the 
seven years’ progress of this college movement 
which is fraught with greater significance than 
this action at Jaffna. 

The students of the American College Asso- 
ciations had already taken steps toward the in- 
troduction of this work among missionary 
colleges. The last International Conference 
appointed a committee to correspond with 
them, and before the next Conference, letters 
will have been exchanged with every such in- 
stitution. 

We desire to secure some permanent basis 
of codperation, not alone for the sake of giv- 
ing them an acquaintance with the practical 
methods of Christian work in operation here, 
but chietly for the purpose of establishing such 
a vital visible bond of union and communion 
between them, as will promote among our 
students the deepest interest in the uplifting of 
them and their people. When this bond is 
formed they will draw us to themselves— 
where tens go now hundreds will follow. This 
movement, which has proved so great a bless- 
ing to the students of America, will extend 
until it has affected the students of the world. 

The action at Jaffna is a step in this direc- 
tion, and we hail it with the deepest joy and 
thanksgiving to Him for whom our Associa- 
tion is named, and to whom it seeks to bring 
all young men. 
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All communications for the CoLLEce BULLETIN 


should be addressed to 


L. D. WISHARD, College Secretary, 


Cor, 2d St. and Fourth Ave., New York. 


Tue College Secretary has recently com- 
pleted a very thorough tour of visitation in 
Illinois, and spends the month of May in 
Wisconsin. 


Don’t fail to remember that this great fra- 
ternity of Christian students is but one division 
of an organization which binds together many 
classes of business men. 

Many students have but a few days more of 
active connection with the College Y. M. C. A. 
You have, however, a lifetime of opportuni 
ties to cobperate with the larger department of 
our world-wide movement. Don’t fail to con- 
nect yourselves with Associations wherever 
you go. If you find none in operation, organ- 
ize them. There is need of this work wherever 
there are young men. 


THE COLLEGE VACATION TicKET, which 
was issued over a year ago by the International 
Committee, has been widely circulated among 
students, and its circulation ought to continue. 
Every member of a College Association ought 
to have one, and would if he only knew the 
advantage of it. 

The possession entitles the holder to the privi- 
leges of any city or town Association he may 
visit during any vacation of his college course. 
In other words, he enjoys as many advantages 
as the members of the Association which ex- 
tend to him this courtesy. These advantages 

‘vary in different Associations. In general they 
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comprise the use of the gymnasium, bowling 
alley, baths, lectures, use of library and reading 
room. Bysecuring a ticket, and thus availing 
himself of these privileges, many pleasant 
Christian acquaintanceships are formed, profit- 
able alike to the students and to young men in 
business. The tickets can be obtained upon 
application to the College Secretary. The cost 
of each ticket is five cents. Let every Corres- 
ponding Secretary call the attention of his 
Association to this matter at once, and provide 
all the members with tickets by the close of 
the college year. 


Tuts number of the BULLETIN is purposely 
issued very late, in order that some informa- 
tion may be given concerning the results of 
the year’s work. All but ten of the reports 
have come in. For some inexplicable reason, 
we have been unable, thus far, to induce the 
Corresponding Secretaries of these ten Associa- 
tions to respond, although we have issued the 
third appeal. May the good time speedily 
come when men will do Christian work as 
faithfully and punctually as they attend to 
their own personal interests. Men 
who persistently ignore the claims of bus- 
iness-like methods in Christian work, are doing 
one thing for the cause, if not another. They 
are demonstrating the fact that Christianity is 
divine, for if it were merely human it never 
would have survived nineteen centuries of such 
indifferent, unbusiness-like treatment. 


secular 


DwuRING the closing days of the college year, 
1874—75, a student was invited by an intimate 
friend to accept Christ. He replied: ‘‘ Four 
years ago I came to this college. I wanted to 
take my college course here because it is a 
Christian college. Although I wasn’t a Chris 
tian I made up my mind before coming here 
that I would become one at the first 
tunity. 


oppor- 
You are the first fellow who in all 
these four years has expressed the least per- 
sonal interest in my salvation; and now | 
accept your invitation, and I believe I would 
have accepted it if it had come four years 
ago.” And he did become a Christian, and 
made a public profession of his faith on one 
of the last Sundays in the college year. 

How many men are there around you, fellow 
students, who are waiting for just such an 
invitation? 
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SEVENTH YEAR OF THE COLLEGE 
WORK. 


The work of the year just closing has differed 
from that of preceding years more in extent 
than in purpose and method. It has certainly 
been the busiest year of the seven, and the best. 

As ten colleges have not yet reported, the 
Secretary cannot give the exact statistics of the 
year’s work, as he had hoped to do in this issue 
of the BuLtetin. A few statements, however, 
will be in order, and the reports of the ten de- 
linquent Associations will not materially change 
the results here given. 

There is an improvement in every depart- 
ment of the work. 

There are at least ten more College Associa- 
tions than there were a year ago, while the 
membership of the Associations has increased 
over 1,000, there being now upwards of 11,000 
students in the 182 Associations. About 35,000 
students are enrolled in these institutions, over 
13,000 of whom are reported as professing 
Christians, and the entire number, if all were 
reported, would doubtless reach 15,000. All 
of the Associations conduct devotional and 
business meetings ; about 90 conduct mission- 
ary meetings and meetings for Bible study. 
Over one-third engage in work in the college 
neighborhood. 

About 100 observed the Day of Prayer for 
colleges, the last Thursday of January, and that 
for young men, the second Sunday in No- 
vember. 

Over 40 have rooms devoted exclusively to 
their work, and furnished at an average cost 
of $75.00. About 70 read the Watchman. 
Thirty-two students from 25 colleges are 
reported as desiring to enter Association 
work. 

At least 2,000 students in these colleges are 
studying with the ministry in view, nearly 100 
of whom have been converted since entering 
college, and 30 of whom have been converted 
this year. Over 80 of these trace their decision 
for the ministry to the work of the college Y. 
M.C.A. About 175 students have decided 
to become foreign missionaries, 7 of whom 
have been converted since entering college. 
Twenty-three have already reported that their 
decision to enter the foreign field was influ- 
enced by the missionary meetings of the college 
Association. At least 6 students have been re- 
ported as having decided upon Medical Foreign 
Missions. 

Over 1,700 students have professed faith in 
Christ during the college year. 

We regret that we cannot give full returns. 





In all phases of the work we have given under- 
estimates. 

Some especial points of the year which call 
for emphasis are the Medical Students’ Mis- 
sionary Conference, and the deepening interest ~ 
in buildings. 

Surely, the Lord hath done great things for 
us, whereof we are glad. 





Ww 





CONVERSIONS IN COLLEGES. 


Full reports have not yet been received from 
the 182 College Associations, but the great ma- 
jority have been heard from. In the 182 col- 
leges where these Associations exist, there are 
nearly 40,000 students, and during the past 
year 1,704 of these students have professed con- 
version and have started out in the new life 
of faith in Christ. This blessed result has been 
owing in no small degree to the fidelity of 
Christian students in dealing wisely and prayer- 
fully with friends and classmates, on the su- 
premely important subject of their personal 
relation to Jesus Christ. This gracious answer 
to prayer and Christian effort might well call 
forth a service of praise to God in every Col- 
lege Association in the land, before the close 
of the present college year. From carefully 
noting the results of attendance by delegations 
of Christian college students upon the various 
Association Conventious, and the effect of vis- 
itation by the Secretaries of both International 
and State Committees, it seems very clear that 
a much larger blessing would follow the put- 
ting forth of more effort, wisely, in this de- 
partment of Christian activity. More stimulus 
would be given to and received by the Chris- 
tian students of the colleges in the work which 
they, and they only, can do for their fellows. 
The general work is valuable ouly as it pro- 
motes this indispensable individual effort. 

The International Committee hopes during 
another year to be justified, by the generous 
interest taken in this work, in securing the 
services of an additional College Secretary. 
The field is too large to be effectively looked 
after by one man. But we shall not receive 
the greater blessing desired if our expectation 
is from human agency. The knowledge of 
what God has wrought during the past year 
in the conversion of college students, should 
lead all who bear the name of Christ to humble 
and importunate prayer for the more plentiful 
outpouring of God’s spirit upon the colleges 
of our land. A day of prayer for colleges, 
each year, is a good thing ; its observance has 
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been greatly blessed jut it is only in the 
year when every day is made a day of impor- 
tunate prayer for colleges, that we can hope 
for the wide-reaching work of grace which 
these institutions need. 


—— “J 
THE YALE ASSOCIATION BUILDING. 
From the estate of the late Mr. Frederick 
Marquand, the corporation of Yale College 
has received, through Mr. Elbert B. Monroe, 
an offer to erect upon the college campus a 
building for the use of the College Association. 
It will be placed upon a well-selected site con- 
venient of Ground will be broken, 
it is hoped, during thesummer. The building 
will be planned on a generous scale to accom- 


access. 


modate the Association and class prayer-meet- 
ings, and the social religious activity of the 
students. It will be a model in its way, and 
full of suggestion to all who desire to promote 
Christian life and work in the colleges of our 
land 


I, — 


THE COLLEGE VACATION TiVKET 
Reads as follows: ‘‘ College Vacation Ticket, 
issued by the International Committee, Young 
Men's Christian United 
States The re- 
verse: ‘‘ This Ticket entitles the Holder, 
Mr. ———, Member of the Association of 
———-, to all the privileges of any Association 
he may visit during the vacations of his college 
course. Good from , 18—, to , 
18—. Not transferable. , Cor. See’y. 
No. Furnished by the International 
Committee at five cents each. Get your Cor- 
responding Secretary to send for one. 


Associations of the 
and Dominion of Canada.” 


ti 


COLLEGE ITEMS. 

Lincoln University, Lincoun, ILL.—The 
Corresponding Secretary reports that the pros- 
pects are good for a room on the first floor of 
the college building. 


Middletown Normal, MippLETown, Va.— 
An Association has been recently organized 
here. 


Lenox College, Horxrnton, lowa.—This 
Association again reports after a long silence. 
Not dead, but sleeping. We hope they are 
much refreshed, and shall look for a vigorous 
showing in the future. 


Geneva College, Beaver Fauis, Pa.— 
This college is at last in line in the Association 
movement. 





Ursinus College, COLLEGEVILLE, Pa.—A 
new here, or rather an 
revived and reorganized. 


Association old one 


Pennsylvania Military Academy, (HEs- 
tzR, Pa.—A new organization here sends us 
greeting. Pennsylvaria now has eighteen. 
Illinois may not much longer be the banner 
State. 


Kalamazoo College, KALAMAz00, Micu.— 
The ninth College Association in Michigan 
was lately formed in this institution. 


Marietta College, Manierra, Onio.— 
After long and serious consideration this time- 
honored college of the West has changed its 
old Society of Inquiry to a Young Men’s 
Christian Association. We give this and all 
the others above reported the most cordial 
greeting. 


State University, Co.umsBus, On1o.—The 
Association here has lately issued a ‘‘ Hand- 
book of Information,” a copy of which will be 
placed in the hands of every student in the 
institution. It contains invaluable information, 
as follows: 

1. College Duties. 

Standing Committees of the Faculty. 
The College Y. M. C. A. 
The City Y. M. C. A. 
Directory of College 
Rooms. 
3. Directory of Principal Churches. 
7. Price-List of Text-Books, etc. 


Buildings and 


Similar books have been issued by Ohio 
Wesleyan University, Hillsdale College, Otter- 
bein University and others. Let the colleges 


| generally avail themselves of this agency. 


Have the book prepared at once. It will cost 
nothing, for you can defray the expense of 
publication by advertisements of business 
houses patronized by students. Equip the 
Committee on Membership with this book, 
and it will be exceedingly useful as an adver- 
tisement of the purpose and work of the Col- 
lege Association. 
ictal ineainn 


‘* The time for sawin’ seed, 

It is a wearin’, wearin’ dune; 
An’ the time for winnin’ souls 

Will be ower vera sune. 
Then lat us a’ be active, 

If a fruitfu’ sheaf we'd bring 
Tae adorn the royal table 

I’ the palace o’ the King.” 





